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Iran’s State Television Feed Hacked 

 

 
On Saturday, 08 OCT Iran’s state television broadcast was briefly interrupted. Footage of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei meeting state officials was replaced with images of Mahasa Amini, slain protestors, and 
an image showing the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in crosshairs and in flames. The messages “join 
us and rise up” and “The blood of our youth is dripping off your paws” were also displayed with the images. An 
anti-government song, which is also a common chant of the protestors, played in the background during the 
hack. END 
 
CMCD Note 

 
We assess with high confidence that this is likely to further enflame the ongoing protests in Iran. While only 
lasting for a period of 15 seconds, the hack may serve to showcase the growing lack of control the Iranian 
government has over the protests. Iranian security forces are likely to track down those responsible and make 
an example out of them. Additionally, as the Iranian government continues to limit internet access across Iran, 
this hacking incident helps to spread the protesters’ message utilizing channels previously considered secure by 
the government. While this may be a futile gesture in its inability to fully circumspect the internet blackouts, it 
may also hinder the Iranian regime’s efforts to curb the protests. 
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